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or the past five years the Wheel-

ing Symphony has enjoyed the
vigorous, creative leadership of
Maestro André Raphel Smith

the eighth Music Director to

guide the orchestra in its nearly _

eighty year history. Along with a distinguished .
resumé which includes positions as assistant .'.':"‘1 :
conductor with the New York Philharmonic, the J‘E
Philadelphia Orchestra and the Saint Louis Sk
SynmhanySmlﬂialsumtsnunwmglm
nmduchngappearanmmnﬂtadmmﬁmn
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Hamtnﬂnd it to I:a&a ry endearing
place,” ﬂidaruuysreﬂdlmg out to t he commu-
nity, both locally and statew ' , fe 3 connect with
people who appreciate Ihra D nnancas
Maestro Smith's rrusim'l tralning began at
the age of eleven, during his childhood years
in Durham, North Carolina. He received his
Bachelor of Music degree from the University 4
of Miami. He went on to study at Yale Universi-
ty where he earned his Master’s Degree. While
at Yale, Mr. Smith began conducting stud- i
ies with Otto-Werner Mue!g, He continued
studies with Mueller at The '

ship and received an Advanced Certificale in
orchestral conducting. André, his wif r
and their four children currently Iiye
in Pennsylvania.
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In Wheeling, Smith presides over the
Symphony which offers five Masterworks
(classical) and three Pops concerts,
and two free outdoor concerts that have
become summertime staples in the com-
munity. He expressed genuine fondness
for the annual Labor Day “Music Under
the Stars” concert which is held at the
Anne Kuchinka Amphitheatre at Ogle-
bay Resort. But one of Smith's favorite
memories since accepting the position
in Wheeling occurred during his first July
Fourth concert at the Heritage Port wa-
terfront amphitheatre. While accustomed
to the informality found in most outdoor
concert settings, Smith was completely
unprepared for the spontaneous eruption
of line dancing and audience participa-
tion that broke out during the latter part of
the performance! “The level of audience
participation was so unexpected and
entertaining—it was a wonderful intro-
duction to Wheeling and its residents!”
According to Smith, audiences in Wheel-
ing are much like those he has found in
other cities-- composed of a broad canvas
of personalities and levels of familiar-
ity with the Symphony's selections. The
Masterworks concerts are typically more

“The most prominent in-
fluences on me today are
living composers. Conduc-
tors and composers gener-
ally share very close rela-
tionships. For me, one big
influence is the composer
Richard Danielpour. He
has a tremendous musical
intellect and a keen sense
of how to relate to people.
Since | began as Music
Director, we've commis-
sioned two works by Dan-
ielpour and in November
we’ll play his Violin Con-
certo. My friendship with
Richard has stimulated me
to think differently about
traditional composers and
the messages within their
music. It has been quite

a fascinating experience,
and has actually reshaped
the way | think of some
works by Beethoven

and Shostakovich.”
- Andre Raphel Smith

heavily attended by season ticket holders
and long-time listeners, where the Pops
programs often attract a younger, more
family oriented crowd.

Smith's primary goal when crafting the
programming for the Symphony is to cult-
vate a balance of growth opportunities for
both the performers and the orchestra-go-
ers. He believes it is vital to offer today's
music enthusiasts the chance to expen-
ence both mainstream orchestral choices.
as well as more obscure selections.

“In this era of digital devices and electronic
formats, it is critical to offer a package of
captivating performances that combines

a wide variety of artists and works,”

Smith said.

An audience sector that Smith has par-
ticularly targeted is youth and young adult.
In a time when many young people are
unaccustomed to attending live symphony
performances, Smith has taken steps to
see that young people in the Wheeling
area are actively engaged at all levels
of the orchestra’s development. School
groups have been invited to dress re-
hearsals, pre-concert lectures and young
people's concerts, and the season sched-
ule has purposefully included a selection
of younger artists. For several years the
Symphony has also offered the Wheeling
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refine their skills and benefit from contact
with professional performers in concert
settings. “One of the pivotal influences
that guided me towards a life in music was
my experience playing in the Duke Youth
Orchestra. This program was based at
Duke University, and | discovered it quite
by accident while in high school. It really
opened up the entire world of classical
music to me! Perhaps that experience
more than any other, made me decide that
| had to become a musician.”

Maestro Smith proudly acknowledged
that his position with the Wheeling Sym-
phony is his primary conducting engage-
ment. And while he continues to accept
guest conducting invitations from around
the world, his fondness for Wheeling, its
symphony orchestra, and its people fuels
his passion for creating the best slate of
performances possible each season. His
ability to select distinctive music composi-
tions which “uplift and let (concert goers)
experience music that they might not oth-
erwise be exposed to," is a treasure that
area residents are more than lucky
to possess.




